Heritage

Although the first stations (runs) were taken up in the area in 1853, Ashburton wasn’t officially constituted as a Borough
until 1878, followed by the establishment of Methven in 1879. The history of both towns and their surrounding areas can
be uncovered in their museums.

Easily accessible attractions along the foothills include the Staveley Museum, old lime kilns at Staveley and Mt Somers,
coal mines at Woolshed Creek, the Mt Somers Museum, St Aidans Church at Mt Somers, and the old stone Hakatere
Homestead built in the 1860s.

While in Rakaia take time to visit St Marks Church, Barhill village, and the memorial cairn at the site of the original
Acton Homestead.

The Methven Museum, Rakaia Gorge bridges, and the pipe shed in Methven is also a worthy stop.
On the drive between Ashburton and Hinds, stop off at St John the Evangelist church and cemetery at Windermere.

In Ashburton there are a number of heritage attractions including the Ashburton Museum, Ashburton Harness Racing
Museum, Vintage Car Museum, the Plains Railway and Historical Village featuring a working vintage railway, Lynn’s Historical
Woodworking Trust and the Ashburton Aviation Museum.
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