Hiking & Walking

While the 2-day Mount Somers Track is for the serious hiker, the Mount Somers Conservation Area also offers a variety of
walks for everyone. From Staveley there’s a short scenic walk into Sharplin Falls, an ideal swimming hole. Woolshed Creek (via
Mt Somers) provides a grassy, sheltered picnic area, and several short walks including the Nature Trail and Sidewinder Track.

The Rakaia Gorge Walkway traversing the edge of the Rakaia River, offers unique geological and historical features and
amazing views of the gorge. You can take a jet boat ride up the river and walk back. A walkway is also being developed
at the Rakaia township offering fantastic views of the Rakaia River.

The Awa Awa Rata Reserve at the bottom of Mt Hutt Forest is a good base for a variety of walks ranging from a 10 minute stroll
past spring flowering rhododendrons to a 4.5km tramp onto a mountain ridge with magnificent views of the Canterbury Plains.

The Methven Walkway follows the Rangitata Diversion Race, beginning and ending at the Methven i-SITE Visitor Centre. It
is also popular with mountain bikers.

For the serious tramper there is a wealth of opportunities including day and overnight trips. The key to enjoying these more
remote areas is to ensure you gain advice and a good map from local i-SITE Visitor Centres or Department of Conservation.
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